
Announcing the Wicklund Warriors Bad Blood 5k Run
Thursday, August 10th at Siena College, starting at 6 pm!

WHAT:
What is Bad Blood? Blood Cancer! Of which there are 100 different types. The most
common being leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma. All blood cancers are caused by
changes (mutations) in DNA within blood cells. In almost all cases, these mutations are
linked to things we can't control and happen without cause or warning. In 2013, that is
what happened to our founder, Deanna Wicklund, when she was diagnosed with Acute
Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL). At the time, her children were 15, 12, 7 & 4.
Twenty-four hours post-diagnosis, she was sent to Dana Farber to begin what
ultimately led to weeks of harsh treatments to get into remission so that she could
receive a lifesaving stem cell transplant from a Be the Match* donor. She was gone for
months in Boston and quarantined for months post-transplant. Imagine if you were a
parent and didn't have the means to care for your partner and find care for your
children. Imagine that overwhelming emotional and financial toll. The origins of
Deanna's experience and her family are why the Wicklund Warriors were founded. If it
was this difficult for people with the means and a support system, what about the
families that don't?

WHY:
As we enter our 10th year, we've been fortunate to help 120 capital region families.
We've distributed ~$160K in support tailored to our recipients' needs. Gas cards, rent,
tires, co-pays, clothing, and food are some of the support we provide. We figure out
what families need, and we help lighten the load. Best of all are the connections we
make with other survivors. Our Bad Blood Club (ambassador survivors) makes it our
mission to meet each of our applicants to share their stories and create connections.
They know we are only one call away.

WHERE:
The Wicklund Warriors are hosting our first-ever Bad Blood 5K Run on Thursday,
August 10th, starting at 6 pm. We are looking for sponsors like you to help meet our
fundraising goals. If you've ever been to any of our past 8 Stemcellebrations, you know
what you are in for! You can walk, run or just have fun! We will have live music, food,
and beer trucks! Come after work, bring your family, and be a part of the experience.

United, we can be difference-makers! Please see our Sponsor Matrix on the back of the
sheet or on our website.

Sincerely,

Deanna Wicklund
Co-founder and President
Wicklund Warriors, Inc.

*Be The Match: Provides transplants of bone marrow and other hematopoietic cells from volunteer,
unrelated donors for individuals with leukemia and other life-threatening blood diseases.

https://bethematch.org/transplant-basics/
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